Case study - University of Gothenburg

Methodology

Our case for promoting Hprints was a research group within the Department of Philosophy, Linguistics and Theory of Science. The Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the University of Gothenburg did a major re-organisation in 2009, and this particular research group was before the re-organisation a part of the Department of Linguistics. The direction of the groups research is described on their website by the headings: Language – Semantics – Cognition – Communication - Information - Interaction. One reason for choosing this group was that we knew that they had shown an active interest in evaluating the visibility and impact of different publication channels.

We had one meeting where we informed about the hprints service and the outreach project. We also provided questions concerning awareness of open access publishing and self-archiving in order to have a discussion within the group. The researchers did keep and maintain publication lists with links to locally stored fulltext files at their personal homepages. Awareness that publishers in many cases imposed restriction on this kind of distribution was lacking, and generally attention had not been paid to different versions of the manuscripts. They were not actively depositing the publications in other subject repositories and they were not aware that in several cases the publications were already available in for instance CiteSeer. A factor such as visibility in Google and Google Scholar was expressed as important for interest in using repository services.

Via e-mail correspondence with one of the professors, we then received author versions of publications to deposit in hprints.  The publications posed some bibliographical questions. For instance a contribution to a monograph subseries to Lecture Notes in Computer Science (Springer) – should this be categorized as an article or a book chapter? However we were able to find Lecture Notes in Computer Science in SHERPA/RoMEO, stating that archiving of the post-refereed author version is permitted.

It is of interest to compare the results with regard to Google for one of the publications.
 A search for the title shows that the fulltext is available is several different sources with the following ranking of the search result:

1. GUPEA – Gothenburg University Publications Electronic Archive

2. hprints

3. ACM Portal

4. CiteSeer
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Interestingly, a link to Google Books was also listed within the 10 results presented at the first page,  and somewhat to our surprise we could see that the entire article – minus one page – was available at Google Books! 
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Automated export from institutional repository to hprints

We believe that one important question is how we can make the local, institutional repository working as a link to the subject focused repository, in this case hprints. It is clearly our aim to deliver efficient and time saving services to the researchers, as well as to avoid parallel workflows for the librarians giving support. With this ambition, we initially hoped to be able to test an export from the institutional repository to hprints. This was not realized, and one reason for this was that we had difficulties in receiving the specifications for export to hprints/HAL (the contact person at CNRS didn’t reply to our letters). We eventually learned that HAL supports import/export both through a XML-import and through a web service using SOAP. The documentation and technical specification are all in French. We have uploaded the contact details and links to the technical documentation to the Google Group for hprints, in the case that any hprints user would be interested in investigating this further.

Another issue regarding the possibility to export from the local repository concerns, in the case of the University of Gothenburg, the agreement between the author and the university for e-publishing/depositing in the repository. This agreement does not permit us to do automatic exports of the fulltext files to services outside of the university. This means that we would have to get an explicit permission from the author to export the fulltext document to hprints/HAL.

Conclusions

We found it interesting to discover that one of the publications provided by our case was already available from a variety of services. One could almost say that is was available everywhere except from the publishers’ web site! That the copy deposited in hprints appears in the Google result list before ACM Portal and CiteSeer is a good incitement for depositing in hprints, but still our institutional repository appears at the first place in the result list. 

This is one of the reasons that we would have liked to do a test with an automated export to hprints. In order to provide sustainable services we believe it to be pertinent that the institutional and the subject focused repositories are linked with each other. A subject focused repository launched during 2010 aggregating data from institutional repositories via OAI-PMH-harvesting is for instance Economists Online, http://www.economistsonline.org . This service also provides related information such as datasets and more personalized publication lists. 
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We find this to be an interesting imitative, both since it is time-effective (getting data from institutional sources) and with a more ‘CV:ish’ presentation style of the authors and the publications. Certainly features like this would also be of interest in hprints.  

Jonas Gilbert & Lena Ivarsson
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